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Historical geography of Detroit. By Almon Ernest Parkins, Ph.D. 
(Lansing : Michigan historical commission, 1918. 356 p. $1.00) 

In this book Mr. Parkins describes a century of growth in Detroit, 
1810 to 1910, with emphasis on economic phases and especially upon the 
influence of geographic environment. Indicating the influence of the 
topography, the waterways, the soil, the climate, mineral resources, plant 
life, animal life, and aboriginal human life upon the activities of the 
white settlers of Michigan's metropolis, he has also traced the general 
progress of the surrounding region through the various stages of lum- 
bering, agriculture, commerce, and manufacturing. The work will prove 
specially interesting to the business man and student of economic his- 
tory in its story of the rise of manufactures in a great city, in the evolu- 
tion of Detroit's outlet to the ocean, and the development of land trans- 
portation from the dirt road to the modern steam and electric lines. 

The method is more that of the historian than of the geographer. 
While the material is woven about the geographic element of the environ- 
ment, its arrangement is chronological, and the treatment follows the 
most modern conception of that interesting field which borders both geo- 
graphy and history. An extensive bibliography is given in the book, 
consisting of original documents, manuscripts, papers, journals, reports, 
and accredited secondary materials. The illustrations are well chosen, 
and there is a useful index. 

George N. Fuller 

Legal and political status of women in Iowa. An historical account of 
the rights of women in Iowa from 1838 to 1918. By Ruth A. Gal- 
laher. (Iowa City, Iowa: The State historical society of Iowa, 1918. 
300 p. $2.50) 
It is important that studies similar to this account of the legal and 
political status of women be made in the various states and with regard 
to all the important aspects of social organization. The experience of 
the war has shown how essentially common the great concerns of life are 
to the people of the whole country, and how necessary it is that certain 
elementary features of democratic organization should be incorporated 
in our governmental institutions. Among these items, in a minimum 
program of democracy, is the equal opportunity for women with men 
to make their contribution to the community life. Since under the Eng- 
lish institutions from which American institutions are so largely de- 
rived, women were excluded from the practice of virtually all the higher 
professions, since in marriage they lost their legal competence as indi- 
viduals and gained no new competence as members of the family groups ; 
and since, when wage-earners, their wages belonged to their husbands, 
the adoption of a liberal policy giving to the various groups of women 



